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Las Vegas (NV), Phoenix (AZ) and 
Permian Basin (NM-TX), USA 

November 2025 
 
In February 2025 I made a spotting trip to Las Vegas to witness the Red Flag exercise 
and visit various airports in the area (no trip report available as I already visited nearly 
all of these airports on previous trips). Nine months later, tempted by the relatively low 
ticket prices of Aer Lingus and the convenience of clearing US customs in Dublin, I flew 
to the same destination for another spotting trip but obviously with different goals in 
mind. My initial plan was to head north-east and visit several scenic airports in southern 
Utah, southern Colorado, northern Arizona and northern New Mexico.  
A few days before departure it became clear that the sunny skies I was hoping for were 
not in the cards for at least the second half of the trip. Most of the southwest US would 
be facing partly to mostly cloudy skies and even some rain. On the other hand, the 
weather forecast for Texas looked exceptionally good, so I quickly changed plans and 
decided to make a road trip from Las Vegas to western Texas and back.  
I visited several airports on multiple days; the logs are consolidated below into one list 
per airport. Moreover, all aircraft that I logged on my previous trips are not included, 
unless noted at a different airport. 
 
4 November 2025 Dublin EIDW 
A7-BHN  Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner Qatar Airways 
EI-DAA  Airbus A330-200  Aer Lingus 
EI-DEK  Airbus A320-200  Aer Lingus 
EI-EIM   Airbus A330-300  Aer Lingus 
EI-FNJ   Airbus A320-200  Aer Lingus 
EI-GAJ   Airbus A330-300  Aer Lingus 
EI-LRD   Airbus A321-200N  Aer Lingus 
EI-NSC+NSG  Airbus A320-200N  Aer Lingus 
 
5 November 2025 Las Vegas-Harry Reid KLAS 
C-GFCI  Airbus A320-200  Air Canada Rouge 
N17262  Boeing 737-8 MAX  United Airlines 
N280SY  Embraer 175LL  Delta Connection 
N374FR  Airbus A320-200N  Frontier Airlines 
N378HA  Airbus A330-200  Hawaiian Airlines 
N430SY  Embraer 175LR  Alaska Skywest 
N502DX  Airbus A321-200N  Delta Air Lines 
N62895  Boeing 737-900ER  United Airlines 
N649DL  Boeing 757-200  Delta Air Lines 
N742NK  Airbus A321-200N  Spirit Airlines 
N829DN  Boeing 737-900ER  Delta Air Lines 
N8784Q  Boeing 737-8 MAX  Southwest Airlines 
N8863Q  Boeing 737-8 MAX  Southwest Airlines 
N8938Q  Boeing 737-8 MAX  Southwest Airlines 
N8940Q  Boeing 737-8 MAX  Southwest Airlines 
After a long but uneventful flight and a good night’s sleep at the Ellis Island Hotel I woke 
up early and spent a few hours at the Terminal 1 parking garage. With runway 01 in use 
this is an excellent spot to capture the departures as well as the arriving aircraft from the 
south and west.  
Through mid-morning the high clouds started to increase, so I decided to start my road-
trip to the southeast after buying the usual necessities (food, drinks, ladder and an e-sim 
for my Ipad). 
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5 November 2025 Boulder City KBVU 
N173GC  DHC-6-300 Twin Otter Grand Canyon Airlines 
N228SA  DHC-6-300 Twin Otter Grand Canyon Airlines 
N835AF  Pilatus PC-12/47E  PlaneSense 
First stop was Boulder City. Not much had changed since my last visit in February. The 
dark-colored Westwind N29LN was still parked in an unfavorable position, so I did not 
bother trying to get ramp access. 
 
With the high clouds lingering on during the afternoon, I decided to skip Kingman Airport 
(I already visited that last February too) and continue onwards to Phoenix in daylight. 
Along the way I made a stop at the town of Wickenburg. 
 
5 November 2025 Wickenburg Community Hospital 
N151AE  AS350B3 Ecureuil  PHI Air Medical 
The helipad is located along Rose Lane.  
 
5 November 2025 Wickenburg KE25 
C-GZSX  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Vertical Air 
On this late afternoon there was not much to see at the Municipal airport. With the sun in 
your back most of the day you might be able to take some pictures along the ramp on 
the southwest side if there is any traffic. 
 
6-8 November 2025 Phoenix-Sky Harbor KPHX 
C-FWSF  Boeing 737-700  Westjet 
C-GKFB  Airbus A321-200  Air Canada Rouge 
C-GSJB  Airbus A319-100  Air Canada Rouge 
C-GVWA  Boeing 737-800  Westjet 
C-GWAZ  Boeing 737-700  Westjet 
C-GWCN  Boeing 737-700  Westjet 
C-GWSA  Boeing 737-800  Westjet 
N106DN  Airbus A321-200  Delta Air Lines 
N14121  Boeing 757-200  United Airlines 
N14230  Boeing 737-800  United Airlines 
N14507  Airbus A321-200N  United Airlines 
N14511  Airbus A321-200N  United Airlines 
N14523  Airbus A321-200N  United Airlines 
N14541  Airbus A321-200N  United Airlines 
N16502  Embraer 135ER  Contour Airlines 
N17320  Boeing 737-8 MAX  United Airlines 
N177US  Airbus A321-200  US Airways 
N208BZ  Bombardier CS300  Breeze Airways 
N226CY  Boeing 767-300ERBDSF ABX Air 
N24537  Airbus A321-200N  United Airlines 
N271NV  Airbus A320-200  Allegiant Air 
N352FR  Airbus A320-200N  Frontier Airlines 
N35407  Boeing 737-900  United Airlines 
N371CM  Boeing 767-300ERBDSF DHL (ABX Air) 
N37413  Boeing 737-900ER  United Airlines 
N37465  Boeing 737-900ER  United Airlines 
N375HA  Airbus A330-200  Hawaiian Airlines 
N3769L  Boeing 737-800  Delta Air Lines 
N381HA  Airbus A330-200  Hawaiian Airlines 
N38403  Boeing 737-900  United Airlines 
N390HA  Airbus A330-200  Hawaiian Airlines 
N39461  Boeing 737-900ER  United Airlines 
N471AS  Boeing 737-900ER  Alaska Airlines 
N518VL  Airbus A320-200  Volaris 
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N54525  Airbus A321-200N  United Airlines 
N604SK  CRJ 701ER   SkyWest Airlines 
N609FE  MD-11F   FedEx 
N709AL  Boeing 737-9 MAX  Alaska Airlines 
N721FR  Airbus A321-200  Frontier Airlines 
N73276  Boeing 737-800  United Airlines 
N732AL  Boeing 737-9 MAX  Alaska Airlines 
N752SK  CRJ 701ER   SkyWest Airlines 
N805SK  CRJ 900LR   SkyWest Airlines 
N821SY  Boeing 737-800  Sun Country Airlines 
N825SK  CRJ 900LR   SkyWest Airlines 
N852SY  Boeing 737-800  Sun Country Airlines 
N860FD  Boeing 777F   FedEx 
N87527  Boeing 737-800  United Airlines 
N897AK  Boeing 737-8 MAX  Alaska Airlines 
N933H   Gulfstream G550  Honeywell 
N943AK  Boeing 737-9 MAX  Alaska Airlines 
N958AK  Boeing 737-9 MAX  Alaska Airlines 
N981FE  Cessna 208B   FedEx Feeder 
XA-VRT  Airbus A320-200N  Volaris 
Plus: 
*American Airlines: A319/A320/A321/B737-800/B737-8; 
*American Eagle: Emb175/CRJ 701 
*Southwest: B737-8/B737-800/B737-8; 
I spent the next 2,5 days in a warm and sunny Phoenix. One of the places that I did not 
manage to visit on previous trips was the Terminal 4 parking garage at Sky Harbor 
Airport. I spent two mornings here as well as one morning at the Terminal 3 garage. 
Photo opportunities at Terminal 4 are very nice throughout the day, but the major 
drawbacks are the lack of airline variety (T4 is used exclusively by American Airlines) and 
heathaze caused by APU’s and due to the distance to the runway/taxiway. In the early 
morning, the best place would be the southwest corner of the parking garage where you 
can capture the traffic (also from other airlines) taxiing on a bridge from the northern 
runway/gates to the southern runway/gates and v.v.  
The parking garage of Terminal 3 provides some different vantage points and airline 
variety as the gates for United, Hawaiian and Alaska are located here. Construction 
works are going on to expand Terminal 3 and add six more gates. The project is 
expected to be completed by 2027 according to the airport website. Time will tell if and 
how this will affect photo opportunities.  
 
6+7 November 2025 Phoenix-Deer Valley KDVT 
N1210L  Cessna 650  
N1292G  Cessna 310Q   private 
N137JT  HA-420 HondaJet Elite  
N208WW  Cessna 208B   Westwind Aviation 
N226XX  SA226T Merlin  
N268JB  Cessna 421C  
N26FA   CL-300   Private Jets 
N292AM  Bell 407   Air Methods 
N305BB  IAI 1125SPX  
N369HE  Hughes 369HE  
N373BR/”ZF373” Tucano T1   RS Warbirds (RSW Aviation) 
N435PA  Piper PA.44-180  AeroGuard Flight Training Center 
N43MF   Learjet 35A   Med Flight Air Ambulance 
N45XP   Learjet 45  
N521AB  Gulfstream G280  
N525RP  Cessna 525  
N530F   Hughes 369FF  Apex Heli-Support 
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N552CJ  Cessna S550  
N571SB  Cessna 525A  
N599GJ  Falcon 2000LX  Andy Mohr Ford 
N624FB  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Phoenix Police 
N754GP  BD-700-2A12 Global 7500  
N774DK  Pilatus PC-12/45  private 
N843CP  Learjet 60   AirCARE1 
N844MM  Cessna 525M2  Gregory Packaging 
N857MB  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Banner Air 
N883TX  Cessna 560 Encore+  
N920NL  Cessna 525A   McLaughlin Family Companies 
N922BZ  Cessna 525C  
N980DT  Cessna 525C   Dot Foods 
N985SC/05  Piper PA.44-180  Sierra Charlie Aviation 
N987AB  Beech E90  
N99AZ   Eclipse 500  
I spent two afternoons at the observation deck outside the terminal. Spotting is very 
relaxed here with seats, tables, shadow and ATC speakers all at your disposal.  
 
7 November 2025 Scottsdale KSDL 
9H-VCZ  CL-350   VistaJet Malta 
C-FKHJ  Cessna 560XL   TakeFlight Group 
N1213P  Beech 350i   Earnhardt Ford 
N16PC   Learjet 75  
N21FR   CL-350   Fox Restaurant Concepts 
N21SM  Cirrus SF50 Vision Jet Gary Air Services 
N280WA  Gulfstream G280  Western Alliance Bank 
N323NE  Cessna 560 Ultra  
N437WF  Beech B200   Hewitson Farms 
N4WC   Falcon 2000EX  
N509AB  Learjet 60   AB Jets 
N50AG   CL-605  
N559HF  Cessna 560XLS+  Harris Family Enterprises 
N603FX  Embraer 550   Flexjet 
N604NB  CL-601-3A  
N607TX  Cessna 560XL   Airshare 
N626Z   Falcon 7X   Executive Jet Management 
N74TM   Cessna 510   Diamond Aviation 
N775QS  CL-350   Netjets 
N900GX  BD-700-1A11 Global 5000 Priester Aviation 
N947JX  Embraer 145LR  JSX 
N971QS  Cessna 680A   Netjets 
N993XZ  Falcon 7X   Executive Jet Management 
Scottsdale Airport has an observation deck for spotters as well. This is located at the 
north side of the Volanti restaurant (15000 N Airport Drive) with the stairs located on the 
outside of the building. Taking nice pictures here can be quite challenging though. The 
ramp is usually very cluttered with bizjets, smaller aircraft, orange cones, etc. For photos 
on the taxiway and runway you will need to avoid the winter months as the light is only 
good in the late afternoon and evening. All in all, I prefer the morning locations at this 
airport, especially at the runway 3 side (which was not in use during my stay 
unfortunately).  
 
On Saturday I continued my road-trip towards Texas while making various stops along 
the way.  
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8 November 2025 Coolidge KP08 
HL7745  Airbus A320-200  Air Busan 
N117TG+N118TG C-130A Hercules  International Air Response 
N119TG+N121TG C-130A Hercules  International Air Response 
N151H   AS350B3 Ecureuil  Pinal County Sheriff 
N192WW+N193WW Short SC-7 Skyvan  Win Aviation 
N195WW+N196WW Short SC-7 Skyvan  Win Aviation 
N301CL  DHC-6-200 Twin Otter Win Aviation 
N312WW+N319WW Short C-23C Sherpa  Win Aviation 
N491AK+N492AK Short C-23C Sherpa  Win Aviation 
N906WW  Short C-23C Sherpa  Win Aviation 
N933WN+N935WN Boeing 737-700  Southwest Airlines 
VH-VUI  Boeing 737-800  Virgin Australia 
XA-VOC  Airbus A319-100  Volaris 
Nowadays there are a lot more planes to see at Coolidge than during my previous visits 
in the pre-Covid era. Both International Air Response and Win Aviation have expanded 
their operations here and even airliners from around the world are finding their way to 
this airfield for storage and/or scrapping. The airport was still pretty much desolated, so I 
showed myself around on the ramp. At the south end of the field there were some more 
stored airliners which remained unnoted.  
 
8 November 2025 Eloy KE60 
N1846   Short SC-7 Skyvan  Skydive Arizona 
N192LH  Aero Commander 695 Skydive Arizona 
N41LH   Short SC-7 Skyvan  Skydive Arizona 
N62LH   DHC-6-100 Twin Otter Skydive Arizona  
Then I paid a quick visit to Eloy where not much had changed since my previous visits. It 
seems the PHI Air Medical Ecureuil has been relocated from Casa Grande to Eloy but 
unfortunately it was gone during my stay. 
 
8 November 2025 Casa Grande KCGZ 
N871   Cessna 310B   Skyline Aviation Sales 
Not much was going on at Casa Grande either, however the star resident, Privateer 
N2871G, made a local flight earlier that day and was parked in on the ramp just right of 
the terminal. I had to wait an hour or so for the glare on the fuselage to disappear, which 
allowed me to have some lunch at the small café inside the terminal. After the photo 
shoot it was time to head towards Tucson.  
 
8 November 2025 Avra Valley-Marana Regional KAVQ 
N92WG  Cessna 525M2 
A disappointing visit to Marana Regional as ramp access was denied by the FBO. On my 
previous visits this had never been a problem. Photo opportunities from outside the fence 
are very limited so I quickly moved on the next airport. 
 
8 November 2025 Tucson-Ryan Field KRYN 
N6215X  Aero Commander 500B private 
Not much to see here on a Saturday afternoon.  
 
8 November 2025 Tucson KTUS 
C-FTWJ+C-GWJE Boeing 737-800BCF  Westjet Cargo 
C-GYWJ  Boeing 737-700  Westjet 
N306GT+N309GT Boeing 737-400SF  DHL 
N342WS  Boeing 737-800  GOL 
N463VX  Boeing 737-400SF  LAS Cargo 
N736KA  Boeing 737-700  Vegas Golden Knights (Kaiser Air) 
N780SW  Boeing 737-700  Southwest Airlines 
N919FJ  CRJ 900ER   Mesa Airlines 
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N929NK  Airbus A320-200N  Spirit Airlines 
PP-YBB  Boeing 737-400SF  Modern Logistics 
VP-CBQ  Airbus A321-200P2F  British Airways 
VP-CTU  Airbus A321-200P2F  Levu Air Cargo 
XA-UXT  Boeing 737-300  Magni Charters  
These aircraft are stored in the northwest corner of the field. Despite some interesting 
metal, taking decent pictures proved to be difficult. Some of the planes were parked very 
close to the fence and the ramp was very cluttered. A fair number of American Eagle 
CRJ’s were seen as well but not logged. 
 
8 November 2025 Benson KE95 
N388SP  Cessna 340A   private 
The final stop of the day, just before sunset, was the small airport of Benson, located in 
the middle of nowhere. The Super DC-3 is still present but at the end of the day the light 
was not good for photos.  
 
I drove a few more hours on the I-10 eastbound. The only vehicles on the road were my 
rental Dodge Hornet and lots of tractor-trailers. I ended this long day in the small town of 
Deming, New Mexico. 
 
9 November 2025 Deming KDMN 
N533AM  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Air Methods 
The next morning I had a quick look at the local airport. Nothing was seen at the main 
ramp on the north side, but this medevac helicopter is stationed in the southwest corner 
along Raymond Reed Road. 
 
9+16 November 2025 Las Cruces KLRU 
N18JS   Piper PA.46-350P  
N257AM  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Air Methods 
N2920R  Cessna 310G   private 
N33NH   Cessna 208B EX  
N340WA  Cessna 340   private 
N350GM  Cessna 414A   Cannonball Trucking 
N395AA  Beech 350   Advanced Air 
N40559  Piper PA.23-250  Frost Aviation Services 
N414SE  Cessna 414  
N420KC  Cessna 510  
N47AJ   Cessna 425  
N47TB/  Douglas C-47A  Commemorative Air Force 
”292847/3X-W” 
N533AM  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Air Methods 
N575RJ  Embraer 505 Phenom 300E private 
N581EA  Beech B200C   Emergent Air 
N597P+N785JP Beech C90B   Guardian Flight 
N911EF  EC-135P2   Air Methods 
N932SP  Cessna 208B EX  Southern Airways Express 
N93ME   Aero Commander 690B Ponderosa Aviation 
N952RB  Cessna 560XLS+  
NX15796/”3-183” Harvard 4   Olympic Flight Museum  
I spent most of the Sunday at the airport of Las Cruces. Ramp access was denied by 
Francis Aviation (even though it was allowed during my previous visit), so I tried my luck 
from outside the fence. There are several good spots at the south side of the ramp where 
you will have the sun in your back nearly all day. Traffic was surprisingly busy this 
Sunday with medevac flights, a Caravan doing survey flights, the scheduled service from 
Advanced Air and some other General Aviation stuff. The Dakota nicknamed “That’s all… 
Brother” broke down a few weeks earlier during the annual airshow. Thanks to a local 
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airport tenant, I got ramp access with my rental car which allowed me to take some fine 
shots after moving some orange cones out of the way.  
On my return drive the next week I stopped by as well to log and photograph some 
additional aircraft. Ramp access was granted at the Southwest Aviation FBO but with 
Francis Aviation being the busier FBO that may not always be advantageous compared to 
shooting from outside the fence. Traffic on the second Sunday was much quieter than 
during my first visit so this airport could be a hit or miss. 
 
10+15+16 November 2025 El Paso KELP 
07-20045  UH-60M Blackhawk  US Army 
07-20069  UH-60M Blackhawk  US Army 
16-20839  UH-60M Blackhawk  US Army 
82-23670  UH-60A Blackhawk  US CBP 
N103SF  Beech 1900C-1  Suburban Air Freight 
N120AM  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Air Methods 
N14235  Boeing 737-800  United Airlines 
N146GW  Cessna 425  
N1956A  Cessna 510   private 
N212JA  Learjet 60   ATI Jet 
N232HC  Cessna 525B  
N232RV  BAe 125-850XP  3B Logistics 
N239SH  EC-130T2   El Paso Fire Department (Air Methods) 
N241DH+N245DH SA227AT Metro  Ameriflight 
N274MB  Cessna 421C  
N329TX  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Texas DPS 
N351FL  Convair 5800   IFL Group 
N372SC  Learjet 60XR   ATI Jet 
N383TR  Boeing 737-300SF  Interjet West 
N4674M  Beech 95-B55  
N50TT   Cirrus SF50 G2+ Vision Jet  
N512SY  Embraer 175LR  American Eagle 
N520SB  BAe 125-1000A  
N530FL  Airbus A321-200  Global X 
N593PC  Pilatus PC-12/45  US Department of Homeland Security 
N600AJ  Learjet 60   ATI Jet 
N601TA  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Trans Aero Medevac 
N624XA  Boeing 737-800  Eastern Air Express 
N700KW+N703KW Boeing 767-300ER  Eastern Airlines 
N706LB  Cessna 425  
N751TR+N753TR SA227AC Metro  Sierra West Airlines 
N770TR  SA227AC Metro  Sierra West Airlines 
N771KW  Boeing 777-200ER  Eastern Airlines 
N793AM  AS350B3 Ecureuil  Air Methods 
N801XT+N803XT Boeing 737-800  Avelo Airlines 
N804VL  Boeing 737-800  Avelo Airlines 
N807M   SA227AT Metro  Ameriflight 
N852DR  SA227DC Metro  Sierra West Airlines 
N87612/”155418/05”OV-10D Bronco  
N922RC  Cessna 525C   Schmeeckle Brothers Constructions 
N975DC  Embraer 145XR  Key Lime Air 
XA-GCA  Pilatus PC-12/47E  Jets Premier 
XA-VFZ  CRJ 200PF   Aeronaves TSM 
Located at the most western point of Texas and just a few miles from the border with 
Mexico, this airport is always good for some interesting charter traffic. While the cargo 
traffic was rather slow during my visits, there were quite a few deportation flights 
departing each day, operated by a variety of airlines. Some of these planes have recently 
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been painted all white for that purpose. The main attraction, NASA’s Super Guppy, was 
also still present but I already logged and photographed that one on my previous visit.  
Runway usage can be a bit unpredictable and frustrating. The best spotting points are 
located along runway 8R/26L but most of the airline traffic and scheduled cargo traffic 
(UPS/FedEx/DHL and their subcontractors) tends to use runway 04/22, causing you to 
miss a fair share of the action. One of the best spots in the morning hours is along 
Shuttle Columbia Drive where some of the charter traffic will pass, as well as the 
airplanes taxiing to/from customs. The fence has been blinded nowadays so a ladder is 
necessary to take pictures. Another option is at the end of Hawkins Blvd near the control 
tower. Here you can catch the traffic taxiing to runway 26 and to the Million Air FBO. It is 
important to keep a low profile here (take a quick picture and leave asap), otherwise you 
may be told by airport ops to stay 10 feet away from the fence. Spotting around the 
Atlantic FBO will also attract attention very quickly. Finally, there is a new, small parking 
lot along Convair Road which is directly adjacent to the terminal ramp. Light is best here 
in the afternoons, but since I was only at El Paso on two mornings and a cloudy 
afternoon, I did not manage to try this spot. Moreover, the temporary long-term overflow 
parking lot, which is only open during peak winter season, was still closed during my 
visit. So I will have to come back again some other time to try those spots myself.  
 
10 November 2025 Van Horn-Culberson County KVHN 
N530JT  Beech C90GT 
The first airport after passing the Mountain-Central Time Zone Line is located east of the 
small town of Van Horn. Most of the ramp is shielded off and my presence was frowned 
upon by some of the local tenants so after a quick glance at the King Air I left again. 
 
Continuing on the I-10 and then the I-20, the landscape changed from mountainous 
terrain to flat land with oil pump jacks and gas flares as far as the eye could see. I was 
entering the heart of the American oil industry, the Permian Basin. As this is one of the 
wealthiest regions in the US, I expected plenty of interesting planes here, so I explored 
this lesser-known area for the rest of the week. 
 
10 November 2025 Pecos KPEQ 
N836EA  Socata TBM-850 
(52-9233)  T-33A    USAF 
I had a lunch break in the small town of Pecos. The airport was fairly quiet and the T-33 
is located at the Veterans Memorial Park just to the northeast along Easterbrook Drive. 
 
10+11+14 November 2025 Odessa-Schlemeyer KODO 
N10694  Piper PA.46-500TP  
N144EH+N432PC Robinson R44   Scout Aviation 
N153PM  Cessna 560XL   private 
N168RF+N82RF Cessna 208   Revolution Flight 
N1SY+N21DP  Piper PA.23-250  Pacific Fleet Aviation 
N307TL  Beech 350i  
N365PF  Embraer 500 Phenom 100 TSI Flow Products 
N419N   Embraer 505 Phenom 300 Nicholas Air 
N459MT  EC-135P2+   AeroCare (Med-Trans) 
N474DL  Cessna 310R   private 
N519MT/1  Bell 407   Arizona Lifeline (Med-Trans) 
N532WH+N538WH Hughes 369FF  Winco Powerline Services 
N543MT+N606MT Bell 407   AeroCare (Med-Trans) 
N560JS  Cessna 560 Ultra  GSS Construction & Oilfield Supply 
N579TX  Cessna 525   KRW Lawyers 
N581EA  Beech B200C   Emergent Air 
N6115C  Cessna 421C  
N7DP   Beech G58   Aviation & Marketing International 
N817PT  Robinson R44   Lange Helicopters 
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N910JS  Cessna 525C  
N960JP  Beech B200   Emergent Air  
The Midland-Odessa city pair is considered the center of the Permian Basin. There are 
three airports located within the cities’ limits, each serving a different purpose and 
providing different spotting possibilities. The General Aviation airport of Odessa is located 
on the north side of the city and has three runways. On the south side along Yukon Road, 
behind the fire station, you will find the AeroCare helipad, where you can take photos 
from outside the fence in the afternoon should there be a helicopter parked outside.  
The main ramps are located on the west side of the airport so you will have the sun in 
your back from around 1 pm till sunset. The southwestern ramp is located at the end of 
Centergrate Street. This ramp is mainly used by Scout Aviation and aircraft using the 
self-service fuel pumps. The main ramp and terminal building are located a bit farther 
north, at the end of Terminal Drive. There are some spotting points on either side of the 
terminal building. Ramp access was not a problem either. After a meet and greet with 
the friendly airport manager I was allowed to walk around on the ramp freely. Traffic 
volume can vary greatly, so spending an afternoon at this airport can be a hit or a miss. 
Fortunately, the wind direction and runway usage is not a factor as airplanes can taxi in 
and out only in two ways. The Aztecs and Caravans were doing survey flights on multiple 
days.  
 
10+12 November 2025 Midland Air & Space Port KMAF 
(2507)/”2533” Shenyang J-5   Chinese AF (Vietnamese AF) 
59-1739/RM  F-105D Thunderchief  USAF 
(68-0027)/  GF-111E Aardvark  USAF 
”70-2390/LN“ 
68-0366/OY  GF-4E Phantom  USAF 
68-15146  AH-1S Cobra   US Army 
(69-15500)/”88880” UH-1H Huey   US Army 
73-21676  UH-1H Huey   US Army 
(37537)/”48891/3” PV-2D Harpoon  US Army 
N170XY  Embraer 175LR  Occidental Petroleum 
N193JC  Cessna 650   Tavaero Jet Charter 
N193SS  Gulfstream G200  
N211RB/”211” TS-11 Iskra   Commemorative Air Force 
N212LT  Cessna 560XLS+  Airshare 
N311FC  CL-300   Atlas Tubular 
N432TX  Cessna 560   Stagg Investment Group 
N444FX  Embraer 545   Flexjet 
N571SS  Embraer 505 Phenom 300  
N6AQ   Beech A80   James Nyerges 
N713AG  Falcon 2000LXS  private 
N719FX  Cessna 208B   FedEx 
N7817L  Beech B80   James Nyerges 
N805FX  ATR 72-200F   FedEx 
N824MG  Learjet 55   ATI Jet 
N884MC  Embraer 550   Chevron 
N913QS  Cessna 680A   Netjets 
N921FX  ATR 42-300F   FedEx 
N982EC  BAe 125-1000A  MAC Air Group 
The International Air & Space Port (yes, the airport is certified for space flights…) is 
located between Odessa and Midland and welcomes a nice mix of airline and bizjet traffic 
and the occasional military visitor. The two main runways are intersecting at a 60-degree 
angle and can be in use at the same time. All ramps and hangars are located in the 
southwest corner. The north and east side of the airport are not accessible due to the 
surrounding oil fields. As a consequence, spotting possibilities are best when runway 10 
or 34L are in use. To my regret this was not the case during my visits since the winds 
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were blowing mainly from the south and (north)west, so the number of photos that I was 
able to take was quite disappointing for an airport of this size.  
When entering the airport premises from the south side (I-20 Business), take the first 
street to the right (Earhart Drive), keep right at the roundabout and continue all the way 
to the end of the street where you can walk up to the fence (ladder needed) and view the 
traffic arriving and departing on runway 34L. The FedEx planes are parked here as well 
and sometimes this part of the apron is being used for overflow parking of business jets, 
which may limit the possibilities of photographing taxiing traffic to the runway for 
departure. Light is good here from mid-afternoon till sunset. At the end of Banks Drive, 
which is slightly to the north, you will have similar views but with a lot of ramp 
equipment and electricity poles/wires in the way. North of the terminal near the 
Signature FBO there is another vantage point, but again ramp equipment might be in the 
way and this spot will likely attract attention very quickly when taking pictures using a 
ladder.  
Along runway 10 there are several spots where you will be able to catch the arriving and 
departing traffic as well as airplanes that vacate the runway late after landing on 28 (this 
can be a bit of a gamble). Coming from the main terminal, driving on Windecker Street, 
those spots are located at the end of Wright Drive (where the Commemorative Air Force 
is also located), Airways Drive and Continental Drive, respectively. The latter two seem 
to be best in order to keep a low profile. Along Wright Drive (south of Windecker Street) 
you will also find the Vietnam Veterans Memorial with a Huey on a stick.  
 
10+11+13 November 2025 Midland Airpark KMDD 
C-FSFI   Pilatus PC-12/47E  Master Flo Valve 
N215TX  Cessna 208   Texas DPS 
N268TA  Piaggio P.180 Avanti  Brazos Valley Air Charter 
N417N   Embraer 505 Phenom 300 Nicholas Air 
N421VF  Cessna 421C  
N48W   Beech E90   American Jet Charter 
N54EC   Socata TBM-850  Grandbury Thompson Group 
N560FW  Cessna 560   FourCo Holdings 
N594QS  Cessna 560XLS  Netjets 
N836EA  Socata TBM-850  
N895WT  Cirrus SF50 G2+ Vision Jet Downhole Chemical Solutions 
N926PY  Cessna 525A   private 
This General Aviation airport is located on the north side of the city and is the closest 
airport to the business district of downtown Midland. There are two perpendicular 
runways with the ramps and FBO located on the east side. The ramp in front of the FBO 
was being resurfaced so all planes were parked at the northern ramp. Light is best here 
in the morning, but photo opportunities are limited. Ramp access was denied as 
photography here is frowned upon according to the FBO staff.  
 
11 November 2025 Lubbock-Preston Smith KLBB 
(17278)  Douglas DC-3   US Navy 
N103FE  Boeing 727-200F  FedEx 
N110PR  Raytheon 390 Premier 1 private 
N190JP  Beech F90   Clearwater Resources 
N2026W  Beech 58   GTA Air 
N245K   Learjet 45   private 
N533GJ  CRJ 550   United Express 
N642TD  Beech C90  
N678FE  Airbus A300F4-600R  FedEx 
N699QS  Cessna 680A   Netjets 
N77MA  Cessna 560 Ultra  
N7860A  Boeing 737-700  Southwest Airlines 
N83329  Embraer 175LL  United Express 
N838WC  Pilatus PC-12/47E  
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N8FH   Beech C90B  
N939FE+N970FE Cessna 208B   FedEx Feeder 
Approximately two hours north of Midland is the city of Lubbock. The airport is located 
just north of the city and the traffic is comparable with MAF, just a bit quieter. Just like at 
MAF and ELP there are two main runways which could be used simultaneously. For traffic 
using runway 8-26, the best viewing point is at the end of Walnut Avenue near the fire 
station where the B727 is located. After taking a few pictures here, I was approached by 
airport ops who told me that I had to stay 10 feet away from the fence, so the fun was 
already over before 10 am.  
The General Aviation hangars, Silent Wings museum and preserved Dakota are all 
located at the west side of the airport. Following Cedar Avenue will lead you to several 
spots: 
*At the end of Edinboro Street for views on runway 35L; 
*The south side of the Million Air FBO ramp offers good views of the parked aircraft;  
*In the corner between the north side of the museum and the back side of the FBO 
hangar you might be able to catch the traffic taxiing out of the FBO towards runway 35L; 
*Further north, past the FedEx ramp, at the end of Keuka Street, you should be able to 
catch all landing traffic on runway 17R as well as the departures that use the full length 
of the runway (a fair share will not).  
 
So after a somewhat disappointing morning in Lubbock, I drove back to Odessa.  
 
11 November 2025 Lamesa KLUV 
N9104Y  Beech B60   private 
Approximately half-way I stopped at the small airfield of Lamesa. Except for this Duke 
there was very little to see.  
 
12 November 2025 Carlsbad-Cavern City KCNM 
N152EZ  Gulfstream V   Rendall Sikes 
N170XY  Embraer 175LR  Occidental Petroleum 
N2112   Cessna 525C  
N327WL  Cessna 208B   South Aero 
N37343  Cessna 340A  
N395AV+N395MB Beech 350   Advanced Air 
N425SR  Cessna 425  
N705KC  Pilatus PC-12/45  Air Methods 
N846YT  Beech 350   True Drilling 
N884GL  Embraer 550   Chevron 
N960RK  Socata TBM-960  private  
The next morning I started the day in Carlsbad, New Mexico. The airport is located south 
of the town. Although its runway lay-out is quite complex, the taxi routes were pretty 
straightforward with all aircraft using the single taxiway on the south side of the ramp. I 
had arranged airside access through the FBO in advance; however permission was later 
withdrawn by the airport management so after a while I had to take pictures from 
landside. The parking lot south of the terminal and the porch in front of the FBO entrance 
provided good opportunities though with a scenic background. The sun will be in your 
back during the (early) morning, which is also when most of the business traffic will 
arrive. Highlight of course was Oxy’s corporate air shuttle which arrives every 
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday in the morning and departs in the afternoon.  
 
12 November 2025 Seminole-Gaines County KGNC 
N258D   Beech 58 
N509PM  Piper PA.46-500TP 
On my way back to Midland I had a lunch break at the small airport of Seminole. I also 
stopped at Hobbs-Lea County airport earlier, but zero planes were noted there. Seminole 
was not much better. The airport is also badly signposted so you might even pass it 
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before you know it. After Seminole I stopped at Andrews County Airport but also here the 
logbook remained blank. 
 
12 November 2025 Big Spring-McMahon Wrinkle KBPG 
56-3982/EL  F-100F Super Sabre  USAF 
57-0606/TR-606 T-33A    USAF 
159238  AV-8C Harrier   US Navy 
N637WM  Beech B200   Harco Aviation 
With unfavorable runway usage for spotting at Midland, I decided to drive eastbound to 
the town of Big Spring where I would spend the remainder of the afternoon. This former 
military base does see some interesting traffic from time to time (thanks to its long 
runway), but this afternoon there was nothing more to see than a King Air. The terminal 
is located on the west side of the field whereas the museum with three preserved aircraft 
outside is located on the east side. Access to the museum is not needed to view and 
photograph those. 
 
12 November 2025 Big Spring 
66-0368/HK  GF-4E Phantom  USAF 
66-01078  UH-1H Huey   US Army 
68-15054  AH-1S Cobra   US Army 
This Vietnam Veterans Memorial is located east of the airport along Avenue D/8th Street. 
 
At the local hospital there is supposed to be a medevac helicopter based, but it was 
either gone or inside the hangar when I drove by. 
 
13 November 2025 San Angelo-Shannon Medical Center 03TS 
N518MT  Bell 407   AirMed (Med-Trans) 
The next day I continued my road trip further eastwards. I did not follow the I-20 but 
made a detour via San Angelo. First stop was the local hospital where this Bell is 
stationed. 
 
13 November 2025 San Angelo-Mathis Field KSJT 
156106+107+108 CT-156 Texan II  Canadian AF 
156110+111+114 CT-156 Texan II  Canadian AF 
156115+115+117 CT-156 Texan II  Canadian AF 
156118+122  CT-156 Texan II  Canadian AF 
99-3552/XL  T-6A Texan II   USAF 
N21RZ   Beech 1900C-1  Ameriflight 
N316EW  Pilatus PC-12/47E  
N387BU  Beech 350  
N4125G  Cessna 340A   SOAR 
N550QS+N567QS Cessna 680A   Netjets 
N7441C/”481833” AT-6F  
N770FE+N889FE Cessna 208B   FedEx Feeder 
N787FR  Falcon 2000   Furniture Row 
N909DP  Cessna 525   Cook Children's MedCtr (Metro Aviation) 
N928KL  Beech B200 
After lunch I visited the regional airport as a detachment of Canadian Texans had been 
operating here for the past few weeks. Also at this airport all ramps and hangars are 
located on the west side, so the light is best in the afternoon. Spotting at this airport is 
quite difficult as the fences are located right next to the Hangar Road, well away from the 
ramp and therefore limiting the views. The best option to see and photograph some 
planes would be just south of the FedEx Ship Center where you can walk up to fence at 
the edge of the ramp, but even this place is not ideal. Fortunately, I was able to pre-
arrange a visit to the Ranger Aviation FBO, so accompanied by a ramp escort I could take 
some great shots of the Texans taxiing in, including an USAF example as a bonus. As it 
turned out I planned my visit right in time as the Canadians departed back home the 
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next morning. Word has it that they come to San Angelo twice a year, in February March 
and in October/November for several weeks of training.  
 
After my ramp visit I continued my way to Abilene, hoping to catch some more military 
planes at Dyess AFB. Unfortunately, the timing could not have been worse. Just as I was 
approaching the base, a B-1 that had been working the pattern for quite a while touched 
down for the final time that day in splendid light and nothing else was seen from the 
moment I arrived at the spotting place till sunset.  
 
14 November 2025 Abilene KABI 
08-3922/XL  T-6A Texan II   USAF 
N12155  Cessna 208B   Martinaire 
N297EA/107  MD-87    Erickson Aero Tanker 
N314AD  Embraer 175LR  American Eagle 
N421SR  Cessna 421C  
N477NA/15  BAe 146-200   Neptune Aviation Services 
N721TB  Aero Commander 690B AvCenter 
N73PG   Beech C90B  
N763CC  Embraer 170STD  American Eagle 
N939FE+N970FE Cessna 208B   FedEx Feeder 
N960JP  Beech B200   Emergent Air 
On Friday morning I spent a few hours at this regional airport before starting the long 
journey westbound back to Las Vegas. As with many regional airports in Texas you can 
expect a nice variety of airliners, bizjets and a military visitor or two. Scheduled airline 
traffic is quite limited but the based airtankers more than make up for that. The airtanker 
base is operational almost year-round and is located between the FBO ramp and the 
main terminal. Normally the airtankers can be photographed only with backlight, but 
today I was lucky as both aircraft made a training drop which the base manager allowed 
me to witness from inside the fence. On the south side of the FBO ramp there is a field 
from where you can take pictures from outside the fence as well. The morning hours are 
best as you will have the sun in your back.  
 
15 November 2025 Santa Teresa-Dona Ana KDNA 
143974/YZ-68 UH-34D   US Marine Corps 
N241LG  Piper PA.46-600TP  private 
N40SK   Cessna 414A   private 
The UH-34 has been on display at the main entrance since 2022 and is ex-N58SH. The 
Super DC-3 had been moved since my last visit, from the main ramp to one of the 
hangar rows on the east side. Other than that, not much was going on this Saturday. 
 
16 November 2025 Willcox-Cochise County KP33 
N708DC  Beech 350 
A quick stop at the first airport after the New Mexico-Arizona border resulted in one King 
Air just before sunset. 
 
17 November 2025 Buckeye KBXK 
N9829B  Cessna 208B   Skydive Buckeye 
On the penultimate day of this trip, I had to drive from Casa Grande to Las Vegas. The 
weather was partly to mostly cloudy. Despite this, I took the scenic route which allowed 
for several intermediate stops at small airports and helipads. I visited all of these 
locations on previous trips, so I won’t go into too much detail here.  
 
17 November 2025 Quartzsite Fire Station 
N189AM  Bell 407   Air Methods 
 
17 November 2025 Parker-Lapaz Regional Hospital AZ47 
N429RX  EC-130T2   Med-Trans 
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17 November 2025 Parker-Avi Suquilla KP20 
N254GR  EC-130T2   Med-Trans 
N331SD  Hughes TH-55A  Lapaz CountySheriff 
 
17 November 2025 Lake Havasu City-Samaritan Regional Hospital AZ80 
N772AL  Bell 407   Air Methods 
 
17 November 2025 Lake Havasu City KHII 
13-20573  UH-60M Blackhawk  US Army 
13-20637  UH-60M Blackhawk  US Army 
14-03033  AH-64E Apache  US Army 
14-20651  UH-60M Blackhawk  US Army 
18-03212  AH-64E Apache  US Army 
18-03238  AH-64E Apache  US Army 
168584/SA-03 MH-60S Seahawk  US Navy 
169439/32  CMV-22B Osprey  US Navy 
N27TB   Cessna S550  
N350TF  Beech 350   Stronghold Engineering 
N777PV  Grumman G-73T Mallard  
This airport is frequently visited by military helicopters (and airplanes) and today was no 
exception. They are often parked at the south side of the ramp. Next to the terminal are 
some photo opportunities along the fence although the background is not that nice due 
to the electricity wires running along the entire runway. 
 
18 November 2025 Las Vegas-Harry Reid KLAS 
EI-GAJ   Airbus A330-300  Aer Lingus 
The final morning was spent inside my hotel room in Las Vegas because outside it was 
pouring. When it was time to go to the airport the weather cleared a bit but some of the 
streets were flooded. 
 
19 November 2025 Dublin EIDW 
A6-EPH  Boeing 777-300ER  Emirates 
A7-BHQ  Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner Qatar Airways 
EI-DVK  Airbus A320-200  Aer Lingus 
EI-GAJ   Airbus A330-300  Aer Lingus 
EI-NSC  Airbus A320-200N  Aer Lingus 
EI-XLR+XLV  Airbus A321-200N  Aer Lingus 
F-HZUK  Bombardier CS300  Air France 
 
And with a long lay-over in Dublin my second USA spotting trip of the year came to an 
end. It was a fun experience discovering a lesser-known region in the southwest USA. I 
enjoyed the blue skies and mild temperatures and despite some misfortune I still 
returned home with a reasonable amount of nice photos. 


